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EDUCATION AND SKILLS COMMITTEE 

Karen Watt 
Chief Executive 
Scottish Funding Council 

T3.40 
The Scottish Parliament 

Edinburgh 
EH99 1SP 

Direct Tel: 0131 348 5222 
Fax: 0131 348 5600 

es.committee@parliament.scot 

8 September 2020 

Dear Ms Watt, 

On 2 September, the Education and Skills Committee took evidence from Richard 
Lochhead MSP, Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science, 
regarding the impact of Covid-19 on further and higher education. You can read the 
Official Report of this meeting here: 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=12789&mode=pdf 

A particular area of interest for the Committee is the review being conducted by the 
Scottish Funding Council (SFC) into the provision and delivery of teaching and 
research activity across the college and university sector, as well as how activity will 
be funded. We note that, at the end of June, SFC published an initial briefing note 
setting out four objectives for the review:  

A) To consider how best to achieve coherence and sustainability in the delivery of
further and higher education during the Covid-19 crisis, EU exit transition, and
beyond, while maintaining and enhancing quality.

B) To ensure the sectors can address the outcomes we need to achieve in Scotland.

C) To propose changes needed to SFC’s funding, operations, and accountability
frameworks in order to respond effectively to new challenges and opportunities.

D) To provide advice, where appropriate, to Scottish Ministers on relevant changes to
policy, funding and accountability frameworks for tertiary education and research
in Scotland.

We also note that the SFC expected to report its initial considerations at the end of 
September.  
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The Committee is very interested in the conclusions of the review, particularly its 
considerations on how funding for further and higher education will operate in the 
current climate and in light of potential changes to international student numbers in 
this academic year and in the future. In particular, we are interested to understand: 

• How the SFC is monitoring individual institutions’ income sources and cash
reserves, and whether stress testing of the financial position of institutions
is being carried out to monitor those particularly at risk (e.g. those with a
higher reliance on international students or with lower or no cash reserves);

• Whether the review is assessing the operational costs incurred by further
and higher education institutions;

• What factors (for example, student numbers, profile of student population)
or formulae the SFC takes into account or applies to inform the funding
levels for different institutions

• How the review will ensure that widening access to further and higher
education continues to be emphasised.

• Emerging thinking on planning, partnerships and collaboration at a regional
level and the role this might play going forward.

I would be grateful for a response by 5 October. 

Yours sincerely 

CLARE ADAMSON MSP 
CONVENER 


